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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS, MARKETING STRATEGY 

1. Hon JIM SCOTT to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
(1) Has the minister been made aware that the biotech industry has hired a marketing company to develop 

strategies to assist with the introduction of genetically modified crops in Australia?   

(2) Will the minister confirm that part of this strategy is to - 

(a) keep information from member of Parliaments and farmers; and 

(b) provide supporters of GMOs who are spokespersons and who represent farmers and important 
regulatory bodies with media assistance in promoting GMOs and explaining their decisions?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) Yes; however, I must clarify that answer by saying that the organisation referred to is not in fact a 
marketing company but a public relations company, although the member may consider them to be 
similar.  One of the principals of that company visited my office and met with a member of my staff on 
Monday, 18 August.  During that meeting he explained to my officer that the organisation had been 
hired by the biotech industry in a public relations capacity.  That may or may not be helpful.   

(2) No.  I am not aware of the detailed brief or activities for which the organisation has been retained, 
beyond what was explained to my office by the representative of the company.   

 


